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TOYS FOR CHRISTMASTWO ROOMS IN THE REMODELED WHITE HOUSE.THANKSGIVING TURKEY
often bruised and injured while waiting
over nlsht to be killed. The turkeys, as
soon as they are received and weighed, are
taken to the killing room. The man in
there does not wrinT the bird's neck like

answer, accompanied by a se-e- s of con-

vulsive tugs on the pnrt of the owner of
the hand.

"No use pulling that way; you can't es-

cape." said the captor. "You're caught this
time It s all up with you."

There was dead silence for a moment;
then a tearful voice came from the alley:
"Will yo' le' me go, mister, ef I gives yo
back all yo coal?" it implored.

"Will yop replace every piece of it?" de-

manded the captor.
"Yes. sir. every single solitary lump." said

the captive, with a gleam of ho$e showing
itself in his tone.

"Well, don't try to give me the slip if I

let go your hand." said the captor, making
his voice as gruff and fierce as possible,
"for if you do, 1 will shoot you down be-

fore you can run a block. Now. will you
stay where you are until 1 ojen the door? "

"Lordy. yes," was the answer. In a voice
of sickening fear.

And the owner of the hand was as good
as his word. When the man opened the
door and stepped out Into the alley he
found himself confronting a diminutive col-

ored boy and a child's "express" wagon.
"So your'o the chap that's b-e- n robbing

me," exclaimed the man. "What have you
done with all those wagon loads of coal
that you have stolen?"

"I'se took em home, sir." was the sorrow-
ful reply.

"Where do you live?"
"Up de alley about two blocks an' a half."
"How many wagon loads have you

stolen?"
"ThrCe."
"Well, lead the way; I'm going home

with you."
It turned out that the little negro had

told the truth. He had helped himself to
just three wagon loads of the coal, and
all of the stolen fuel was found in the
little back yard of a shanty not far from
the scene of the robbery. The boy's par-
ents declared that they knew nothing what-
ever of the thieveries and the boy himself
took upon his little shoulders all of the
blame. He made three trips back to the
coal bin that very night under the super-
vision of the owner of the coal, replacing
every piece of the fuel. And thus another
bit of criminal history will remain led

on the police records.
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The White House at Washington, redecorated and almost rebuilt, is an entirely different mansion to what It was before the tenancy of
Roosevelt. Simplicity is the keynote of all the fittings of the Interior. Above this paper publishes the first flashlight photographs of

Roosevelt's bedroom and the boudoir of Miss Alice Roosevelt.

father used to nor does he lay the fowl's
head on a block and cut it off with an ax.
He uses a knife with a long, thin blade,
which is thrust in .the bird's mouth and
into the back of its head until the brain
is touched. This kills the turkey tnrtantly
and without a struggle. The principal rea-
son that this method of slaughtering Is
U3ed is that it saves time, and then the
birds are kept from bruisfrg themselves g

around as they do when their
heads are cut off. After the bird is killed
he is turned over to the pickers, who put
him in a large tank of boiling water until
he is scalded so that his feathers will come
off with little trouble. The head and feet
are left on the turkey after he is dressed.
When he is picked and cleaned he is put
Is. a large tank filled with ice. which
freezes him. He la then ready for either
the cold-stora- ge house or market.

These large establishments are able to
kill and dress from 600 to 700 turkeys a day.
and from now until Thursday they will be
running their full capacity. At these poul-
try houses turkeys are bought by the bar-
rel, and instead of weighing each bird sep-
arately a large number of them are
weighed at the same time and the aggre-
gate weight is divided into the number of
barrels all of the turkeys are equivalent to.

GOOD CHRISTMAS DEMAND.
While Thanksgiving day has become

recognised as the "real" day for turkeys,
and over the whole country the shipments
are larger than at any other time of the
year, the local trade is-hea- at Christ-
mas. In the East every one will have his
Thanksgiving turkey if he has nothing else
for dinner, but in this section of the coun-
try this is not thought to be so necessary,
and if a man can get a turkey for his
Christmas dinner he feels very well con-
tented. There are many people who think
that the turkeys at Thanksgiving are too
young to make good eating, and therefore
prefer the meat of the older birds at Christ-
mas. Another thing that increases the tur-
key trade at that time of the year is that
many of the factories and business concerns
give turkeys to their employes, but this
year there will be less of this done than
ever before. The fact is, the custom has
been dying out for the last few years. The
reason that it is becoming unpopular is
that in the distribution of the fowls many
of the men.lccame dissatisfied. The rule
was to give the men with the largest fami-
lies the biggest turkeys, but many of those
with small far.iilies for some unknown rea-
son did not approve of this, and in many
instances it was found that the men ex-

aggerated Use number of people in their
households In order to obtain the larger
birds. Most of the business concerns will
this year distribute money among their em-

ployes, and from every ndpoint this
seems to be the most sai..tactory to all
concerned.

The most successful turkey raisers are
colored people, especially those who were
reared on Southern plantations. They con-

tend that the turkey is more of a wild
bird than a tame one, and that it should
be treated as such. They do not take as
trict a care of their flocks as do the aver-

ige white people, and consequently the
birds have to take care of themselves for
the most part. An illustration showing the
success that these people have with turkeys
occurred in the southern part of this State
a few years ago. An old negress raised
fifty turkeys on an acre lot, which is con-

sidered remarkable because turkeys have
to have a place in which they can run.
The colored people also go by the signs of
the moon in raising their flocks, and when
It thunders and they have a turkey hen
setting on eggs they drop an iron nail in
the nest, which is said to keep the thunder
from killing the young birds in the eggs.
To keep the turkeys from being crooked
breasted they also turn the eggs often when
the hens are setting. Many of their ways
and theories may appear absurd to most
people, but nevertheless it is they that have
the most success in raising the fowls.

OVERCOATS AND MUFFLERS.
"When I was a child, overcoats for small

boys had never been heard of," remarked
an elderly doctor. "In fact, not all grown
men had overcoats. My grandfather,
I remember, wore a heavy gray blanket
shawl across his shoulders in cold weather.
He was a tall, slender man, and wore his
long shawl tire fringed ends hanging down
in front with a very stately grace. Few
men now, I fancy, could wear a shawl
with the old-tim- e degree of dignity; they
would look foolish and awkward. My
father always wore what was called 'a
cape overcoat;' it was a picturesque gar-
ment. I wonder why we don't have the
cape overcoats now? It consisted of a
straight sack overcoat, with a deep cape
on the shoulders; sometimes the cape came
merely from behind the sleqyes, like wings,
rather. After the civil war the military
cape for men was popular; many men al-

ways wore such capes, especially literary
men. Daniel L. Paine wore a cape for
years, also Ben D. House.

"But the small boy did not have any
overcoat in the long ago. His mother or
sister would knit or crochet for him a
bright red, green and yellow worsted scarf,
with long gay fringe at the ends. With
his throat muffled in this scarf, wound
around it twice or thrice, with red yarn
mittens and red yarn stockings, the old-tim- e

schoolboy was not bad to look at on
a snowy day. He never bothered to muffle
up in this warm scarf when he played
around the schoolhouse, however; so the
small boy generally had lots of croup and
gore throat. I was brought up on sore
throat, and scarcely ever went to bed In
the winter without a wet stocking pinned
around my neck the family remedy for
sore throat. Me.i wore those big red-and-gre- en

knit comforters, too. and within the
last twenty-fiv- e years. They were half a
yard wide, several yards long and had all
the colors of the rainbow in them. If a
man tied his throat up in one of those
prismatic affairs new and walked on the
street he would be mobbed by the small
boys of the town; it would be such a ridic-

ulous sight. A few countrymen still muffle
up in these worsted comforters, but they
are small and modest affairs compared
with the Christmas presents of crocheted
gorgeousness that townmen used to get"

A s TU l I I : FOR DlSTICTIO.
"It is curious how our destinies seemed

planned to disconcert vanity and discipline
our weaknesses. " remarked a young mar-

ried lady at a thimble party. "Ever since
I have been big enough to invent unreason-
able antipathies I have detested the name
of Jones. My maternal grandmother was
Margaret Jones, and 1 was given her name.
My dislike for it was not troublesome until
I went away to school and encountered
other girls with far more impressive mid-

dle names Marmadukes, Mallorys and the
like. Secretly I despised my family for
having such a common name as Jones
mixed in with it and decided that I for
one would cut loose from it; so I took on a
new middle name Lorimar. Margaret Lori--

Til I : ASM AL A V ALASC'HK OF HOLI-

DAY B19ISE9S.

Interesting Scenes Where Thing for
the Little Folks Are on Sale In

Indlnnnpolla.

NOVELTIES ON EXHIBITION

THEKE ARK ELECTRIC RAILROADS
FOR THE 1I1ILUKF.N.

Also There Can Be Secured the sab-unrl- ne

Boat and Other Tors-Du- lls

and Other Thing.

It is but a month until Christmas, and the
toy sellers of Indianapolis are once more
preparing for their annual avalanche of
holiday business. Buying for the holiday
season has already been in progress to
some extent during the last t or might, but
with the first December days this week the
dealers expect the real, true Christmas en-

thusiasm to assert itself, as it always does
when people begin to realize that the glad
yuletide is almost upon them. Everything
is in readiness lor the Christmas trade la
all of the big toy shops, and the toy sellers,
who have even now caught the Christmas
spirit, are declaring that never before have
such novel and delightful playthings been
offered for sale in America. Carl Meier, the
buyer of toys for Charles Mayer & Co.,
who spent the greater part of last spring
among the toymakers of Germany, says
that more new ideas in toys of all descrip-
tions have developed since last Chrlstmaa
than ever before in a single year. And not
only have the famous toy manufacturers
of Germany t active in turning out en-

tirely new playthings, but the American
toymakers have also come to the front
with an unusual number of splendid new
games and mechanical amusements for
children.

All of the toy stores and the children a
sections in the big department establish-
ments have presented interesting scenes
during the last week, for everywhere great
boxs, imported from the old country or
brought on from the East, have been opened
and their contents placed on sale for the
first time. And as it is always necessary
for the toy sellers to become familiar with
the workings of their new wares the ad-

vent of new playthings have furnished a
great deal of fun among the clerks In the
various establishments. The selling of the
jolly Christmas wares, which is sure to
settle down into an irksome duty later on
during the days and nights of buey holi-
day trade, is at present a welcome novelty
in the life of the big stores, and the clerks
have been getting aa much pleasure out of
the new toys as have the buyers who are
picturing in their mindz how pleased "little
Willie" or 'little Katie" will be when pre-

sented with such delicious surprises on
Christmas morning.

NOVEL TOYS.
Among the most novel of all the new toys

are the flying birds and the "Santos-Du-mo- nt

airships," from Paris. These ingeni-
ous playthings were recently Invented by a
Frenchman who seems to have struck upon
the right idea in a miniature way for the
solving of the aerial navigation problem.
There are no youngstera, or oldsters,
either, for that matter, who can fall to find
a lot of amusement in these little up-to-da- te

contrivances, which sail aloft, after
being wound up. flapping little white wings
and darting hither and thither about the
room until they either "run down" or
bump into something which sends them
sprawling in true airship style. They ars
just as likely as not to bump into the head
of the fellow who starts them on their
Journey If he isn't energetic in keeping out
of their way, but, of course, that's part of
the game and half the fun of the thing.

Another absolute novelty in mechanical
toys is a grotesque clown that, when
wound up in the vicinity of his left ribs,
claspa his hands together over his knees,
and, huddling up in the manner that a cir-

cus performer does when he leaps over the
elephants, turns a series of somersaults
across the room. This toy is the invention
of a German genius who has been working
upon its development for a long time as
earnestly as if the success of his under-
taking meant much to the scientific world
instead of mere amusement to innumerable
little folks. And doubtless the Inventor,
now that the somersault child of his brain
has become an actuality, is as happy as if
he had perfected a perpetual motion ap-

paratus. There is also a monkey that
turns somersaults in the same skillful man-

ner and a clown that walks on his hands in
the regular equilibrist fashion, both of
these toys coming from the same manufac-
turing concern in Germany that has given
to the admiring world the wonderful som-

ersault clown.
But If the French are the best makers of

aerial toys and the Germans are the most
proficient producers of acrobatic figures,
the Americans are, without doubt, at the
head of all manufacturers of miniature
lallroads, with all their accompaniments.
The wonderful little locomotives, speeding
along tiny rails with a train of cars behind
them, became popular playthings several
years ago, and each new Christmas season
has seen some improvement and additional
feature to this delightful toy. until this sea-
son the climax has been reached. If there
is anything missing from the little railroad
outfits this year It would take an expert
to discover what that thine is. Louis
Murr, who is in charge of the most exten-
sive toy department in the city, and who
probably knows more about children's play-
things than anybody else in Indianapolis,
says that in all of his experience he has
never seen any toys so complete in every
detail as the the marvelous little railroads
that have been sent out for this year's
holiday trade by the Eastern toy makers.
An "outfit." as the clerks call It for lack
of a more suitable term, consists of
motive and a train of several
coaches, a baggage coach, a depot, with all
its accessories, a number of little way
stations, a couple of flagmen at "surface
crossings." a water tank, a tunnel. Into
which the train, in its lightning Journey
around the room on the bright little rails,
plunges boldly and soon emerges at an-

other end. a trestle work with a steep down
grade beyond and. finally, a roundhouse
and car shop, where things are repaired.

ELECTRIC RAILROADS.
There are also electric railroads, built

on the same generous plans, and one of
them that is now being offered for sale ta
the larger toy store is a wonder in its
way. There are two motor cars and an
oval shaped track tLat may be laid down

IMVI HIS PRIVATEji.ll
UWE AM) DEATH.

rrre and Hlvh Prlrrd ThinH, !

hut Promises to Be Ten- -ft ir.
U r and Street.

KILLING FOR COMING SEASON

pmEDi uub DMcmn daily
I OK OLE) STORAGE.

Tbau-uii"- K Price Will Be froi
f i - Onti a Pound The

Railing of Turkeys.'

A? the big turkey gobbler strut? majest-

ically around the barnyard ha little real-te- st

how contented the old farmer --feels
very tlrr.e he look? at him. The fact Is.

the farm r is wntching the market reports
on these bards very closely, and whenever
he sees a newspaper his heart gives a leap
with Joy as he notes that turkeys have gone
up anther rent on the pound. It Is then
he goes I the barnyard and calls up his
little flock and gives them another feed.
As, howev. r. the farmer s heart leaps with
joy when he reads these reports the heart
of the man In the city misses a beat, for
according to them his Thanksgiving tur-

key Is getting farther away from him every
day. and as the price advances the picture
of his Thanksgiving turkey with cran-

berry sauce, which he has been cherishing
In his mind for many weeks, will no doubt
change and a chicken or duck appear in
Its stead.

There has been a great cry about the
scarcity of turkeys this year, and as far
ad the Eastern States are concerned this
shortage is true and makes the situation
of preparing a Thanksgiving dinner a
rather serious matter, but while In Indiana,
Illinois, Ohio and all of the central and
Western States the crop of turkeys is con-

siderably smaller than it was last year It
is sufficient to supply the demand and
is about up to the average In number. In
sections where last year 2,000 turkeys were
bought this season only sixty-fiv- e were
procured, but the crop of last year exceed-
ed that of every previous year. The gen-

eral scarcity now is no doubt due to tie
fact that last year the market was flooded
with turkeys and they brought an exceedi-
ngly low price. The amounts that the
farmers derived from last Thanksgiving
did not pay.

Then this season feed has been high,
whh al' made the turkey Industry an ex-
ceedingly expensive busineas because a con-

siderable amount of money was required to
supply a flock with food; and at the same
time the risk a farmer had In raising the
bird vas great, for In many Instances they
died before the season for selling. The
rain which fell in profusion during the
spring and early summer was bad for
young turkeys, for during wet weather they
die off in large numbers, and nothing can
b done to prevent It. The raising of tur-
keys Is a very discouraging busineas, and
the farmer or poultry raiser who undert-
akes It will not find his path strewn with
roses.

THE TURKEY MARKET.
Thanksgiving is really the opening of the

turkey market, and for months before
this day is thought of by the average per-
son poultry dealers and raisers are prepari-
ng for it, and from then until after New
Year s day there Is more or less demand
for these fowls It is hardly known as yet
how the ii mand will be this year because
of the fact that higher prices will prevail,
but poultry dealers say the indications
point to a very successful year, because
the quality of the turkeys is much above
the average, and those that are being
brought in are much better than any soid
last year. There are not as many crooked-breast- M!

birds among them, and they are
all much heavier. The meat on the fowls

Mason will be more tender because the
ma.'ority of them are covered with rich,
yellow fat, that keeps the meat from be-
coming stringy and gives to it a rich flavor.

The prices which turkeys will sell at this
fall win be about 3 cents higher than they
were last year. The Eastern market quotes
them at from 13 to 16 cents a pound whole-al-e

and from 18 to 30 cents retail. As the
local market is controlled entirely by the
Eat the above prices also prevail here,
"hen turkeys are sold to the consumer at
such figures as now being asked it means
that the farmer is getting from 8 to 9 cents
s pound for his flock. This seems as
though the poultry house is receiving quite

margin, but when it is taken into consid-
eration that the commission man kills and

"sses the birds and must also And the
tores to retail them it will be easily seen

that his profit is low. for he must also pay
his workmen from the amount he gets.
Of course, the way for a farmer to really
make any large sum from the sale of tur-
keys is for him to have his regular retail
customers and to sell directly to them, for
H he kills and dresses his birds he will re-
ceive two profits for them.

The poultry BOWs. s here have been killing
night and day for the last three

weeks for the Thanksgiving trade. In fact,
r these concerns go through

the country during the middle of the sum-- "
and engage fowls for Thanksgiving.

nd many weeks before others plan their
dinner for that day the turkeys are being
J"1 an.! pa in nij storage, awaiting the

opening of the market. It is seldom that'' c this day i turkey is ever sold, and
V Thanksgiving day and theurkty b.c. .me associated that one is rarely

8h! without the other. There la
nothing more appetizing to the small boy

ee the large Thanksgiving turkey
the v.n to be basted with

:; "T Kravy that steams and smokes as'
r th. baked fowl. The

f that arises fmm it has a fascina-- 1

k..5, him in the kitchen allerring, anxiously waiting for the dinner
This and Christmas are the

0nlv tWo in the year which the cook
nl fermu him to get In her way without

ending him upstairs, and no doubt the
on lor tM,. tolerance on her part is be-

cause everyone Is in a better frame of mind
thM? two occasions.

KILLING THE TURKEY.
The killing of the Thanksgiving turkeyan 'resting sight, and at this time

year there is no busier place than the"ghter room in a large poultry house.The men in this department work all kinds
hours, for no matter at what time a
i ment of turkeys is received thsy are re-

tired to stay and slaughter until every
J Is killed This is done to save the ex- -

of leading, and because they are

A NEED OF THE TIME.

Fireproof Eleetrle Cars Xeeessary to
Public Safety.

Scientific American.
A few weeks ago George Westinghouse

warned the public against the dangers
from fire to which electric cars, particularly
on elevated and subway systems, are ex-

posed. Reference was made to the dis-

aster to the Liverpool Elevated Railroad,
In which a whole train was quickly con-

sumed at a point in the line where the
road passed from an elevated into a sub-
way structure. It was only by the sheer-
est good luck that any of the inmates of
the train escaped, as the fire, once start-
ed, swept through the train with great ra-

pidity. The U tter referred to was written
at a time when the question of the electri-
fying of the New York Central Railroad
and New Haven lines in this city was un-

der active discussion, and it was intended
as a warning against the too hasty as-

sumption that by the substitution of elec-
tricity for steam in the operation of rail-
roads the dangers from fire and other
causes would be completely eliminated.

Since Mr. Westinghouse's article there
have been several practical illustrations of
the force of the warnings given. On street-railwa- y

cars there has been something of
an epidemic of burnt-ou- t fuses, which, be-

ing improperly safeguarded, have set fire
to the cars with more or less serious re-

sults; and It was only within two weeks
that on the Manhattan Elevated Railroad
a three-ca- r train caught fire and was com-
pletely and quickly consumed. This last
accident, although fortunately not attend-
ed with any personal injuries or loss of life,
for the reason that the train was not in ac-

tive service, is a much more serious acci-

dent than the burning of a street car, for
the reason that the chances of escape for
the passengers on a street car are favor-
able, whereas the breaking out of fire on
an electric train on the elevated road is
liable to result in a positively awful catas-
trophe. Should such a fire occur between
stations on a single-trac- k structure, and be
accompanied by a complete disablement
of the motive power, so that the train were
halted between stations, the passengers
would be shut up in a veritable fire trap.
The end doors of the train being locked,
and the platforms overhanging the edges
of the elevated structure as they do, it will
be seen that the only chance of escape
would be the doubtful expedient of leap-
ing to the street below. If the dangers due
to isolation of the train would be great on
an elevated road, they would be even great-
er in a subway tunnel, particularly if it
should happen to be a single-trac- k tube;
for in this case there would be the added
horrors of asphyxiation by the extremely
heavy fumes which would be given off by
the burning insulation and the heavily var-
nished woodwork of the car.

By taking every precaution known to
modern engineering, it would be possible in
the construction of the cars, both as regards
the car itself and its electrical equipment,
to reduce the danger of fire to a point at
which It would cease to be a cause of
anxiety. In the first place, most careful
attention should be given in .e construc-
tion of the electrical equipm nt to the
question of insulation. The fact that in
Europe engineers have been using a 3.000-vo- lt

current directly on the cars shows
that it should not be a difficult matter to
so Insulate the low-tensi- on direct current
which is in use in this country, that fire
from a burnt-ou- t fuse or from short-circuitin- g

would be a practical imposibility.
A further insurance against fire, not less
effective than the first, would be the con-
struction of cars either entirely of metal,
or of the best quality of fireproof wood.
Of course, there are a hundred and one
kinds of so-call- ed fireproof wood on the
market, and many of these are of ex-
tremely poor quality, the flreprooflng in
several cases being only temporary, and
rapidly passing off on exposure to the
weather. There are some fireproof woods,
however, that are worthy of the name,
woods that lend themsr-lve- s to manipulation
by wood-workin- g tools, that will take a
very fair finish and varnish well. The
combination of the very highest type of
insulation with metal or wood fireproof
cars would, we feel perfectly safe in si
Ing. completely eliminate the danger of fire
from the electric train. which, within the
next three or four years, will be running
in vast numbers throughout the city and
in its suburban service.

That there was nothing over-alarmi- st

about the warning of Mr. Westinghouse,
recent events have proved. I'nless the
methods of car and train construction sug-
gested be complied with, we fear that it
will not be many months before anothertragedy, involving loss of life, will be added
to the many which have occurred with
alarming frequency of late in this olty.
These methods can be adopted at a cost
which will not be in any sense prohibitive;
and as we are satisfied that great corpora-
tions like the Manhattan Elevated, the
New York Central and the construction
company which hopes within a couple ofyears to open our great subway system
are desirous of making railroad travel per-
fectly safe, we confidently believe that now.
while the question of equipment is underconsideration, they will see to it that sug-
gestions of such obvious utility as those
indicated above will be incorporated in thelrrolling stock.

Side Llarhts on Hlatorr.
Chicago Tribune.

"Get lost, will we?" contemptuously ex-
claimed Nero, when his courtiers remon-
strated with him for venturing so far from
the imperial palace on their slumming ex-
pedition. "Can't find our way back, can't
we? You chumps. I can blaze my way any-
where through this town."

Subsequently he did.

TWO TALES OF THE TOWN

I M SI AL BATTLE TH T TOOK

PLACE I INDIANAPOLIS.

Work of a Ferret at an Engine Houne
Midniarht Raid I'pon Private

Coal Bins In Thla City.

This Is the story of a very unusual battle
that took place in Indianapolis one morn-
ing last week, and its authenticity is
vouched for by two members of the Indian-
apolis fire department. Adjoining the rear
part of an engine house on the west side
of town is a large private stable, which is
presided over by a young colored man,
whose duty It Is to look after the two
horses that are housed In the budding. Of
late the private barn has been overrun
with rats, and the stable man has been
waging a fierce war against the destructive
animals. Finding, however, that, despite
the numerous "catches" in his rat-trap- s,

the "pesky creatures" did not seem to de-

crease in numbers to any appreciable ex-

tent, he secured a pet ferret from a dray-
man employed in one of the big wholesale
groceries on South Meridian street. He
had never seen a ferret before, and, after
observing its actions foi a while, found it
hard to believe that an anmai of such slow
locomotive power should possess a famous
reputation as a rat-hunte- r. Being of an
experimental turn of mind, the stable man
decided not to turn the ferret loose to hunt
the rats In his own way, but to arrange a
special set-t- o between the ferret and the
largest rat that could be captured alive in
a trap.

Two of the firemen next door became in-

terested in the "match." and all three of
the men began giving their attention to ob-

taining a suitable opponent for the ferret.
Last M,onday morning they found that a
rodent of unsuaul strength and size had be-

come imprisoned in one of the traps dur-
ing the night, and preparations were
promptly made for the battle. The two
animals were turned loose in an upstairs
room of the barn, where there was no fur-
niture. The door was closed, and the three
men stood out In a hallway, looking
through a glass window at the gladiators.

As soon as the rat found himself lib-
erated, he began running round the room
as if searching lor an exit. Not finding any
means of escape, he uttered a piercing
shriek, and with prompt decision took up
his position directly under the light which
streamed in through the window, thus gan-In- g

over his advensary to use the lan-
guage of other duelists the advantage of
the sun! The ferret erected his head,
sniffed about, and began fearlessly to push
his way toward the spot where the scent
of his game was strongest, facing the light
in full front, and preparing himself to
seize upon his prey. No sooner, however,
had he approached within two feet of his
watchful foe than the rat. with another
loud cry. rushed at him with violence and
inflicted a severe wound on his head and
neck, which waa soon shown by the blood
that flowed from it. The ferret seemed ed

at the attack, and retreated with
evident discomfiture, while the rat. instead

i of following up the advantage he had

ly an hour, all ending in the failure of the
ferret, who was undoubtedly fighting at a
disadvantage from the light falling full
on his eye whenever he approached the
ritt, the shrewd rodent wisely keeping his
original position and never for t& moment
losing sight of his immense advantage.
Finally the stable man, in order to prove
whether the choice of this position depend-
ed upon accident for there had been a
warm discussion of the matter among the
three witnesses of the fight entered the
room, quickly closing the door after him,
and stood himself under the window,
frightening the rat from its place. But
th moment the ferret attempted to make
his approach the rat, evidently aware of
the advantage he had lost, tried1 to creep
between the stable man's legs, thus losing
his natural fear of man under the danger
which awaited him from his more deadly
foe. And that was where the rat lost out,
for the ferret caught him from behind and
in another instant had a death grapple on
his plucky antag-onist- . And the stable
man and the firemen admit that they were
downright sorry to see the rat killed.

XXX
There haye already been numerous mid-

night raids upon private coal bins in vari-
ous parts of the city and one of these noc-
turnal grand larcenies for such acts un-
doubtedly come under this head nowadays

resulted in a most unexpected climax.
The head of a family on North Alabama
street made the startling discovery last
week that a good-siae- d hole had been made
in his precious pile of hard coal which
he had shrewdly purchased during the
summer and stowed away in a shed in the
rear of his house. Try as he would he
could not discover how the thief had man-
aged to effect an entrance into the shed, as
both doors leading into it the one opening
into his back yard and the one opening
into the alley .behind his property were
securely padlocked and bolted, and showed
no evidences of having been tampered with.
But there was no doubt that some of the
coal had been removed from that shed In
a most unaccountable manner, and the
owner of the high-price- d fuel made up his
mind to put a stop to further thieveries of
the kind or die in his attempt to save his
property.

Last Wednesday night (he had made the
discovery of the robbery that morning) he
seated himself on a soap box and, muffled
up in an overcoat, awaited developments.
He waited patiently for nearly two hours
before anything happened. Just as he was
about to give up his lonely vigil and retire
to more comfortable quarters, he heard a
light footstep on the paved alleyway out-

side, and he was on the alert In an instant.
The moon was shining brightly by this time
and by the hazy light that made its way
into the shed through, a small glass win-

dow the sentinel of the coal bin could
anally distinguish a little black hand ap-

proaching noiselessly under the alley door,
which lacked a few inches of meeting the
ground. The owner of the coal, who had
been expecting a burly robber at the least,
was ; - t r : r ' i with ;i : . 1 h m.'T. t as h- - r.al-- i

m d that the thief Bftuat be a child. Quite
fascinated, he sat motionless on his soap
box and watched the proceedings. The
tiny black hand came farther into the shed,
groping along the ground until it found its
way to the pile of coal, which was Just
within its reach; the little fingers closed
over one small lump and then were quickly
and silently withdrawn under the door.
Again and again this was repeated, and
the man on the soap box, Indignant as he
had been over the loss of his coal, could
scarcely repress a chuckle of amusement
as he became aware that his valuable
property was disappearing in such tiny in-

stallments.
Suddenly, as the little hand was mak-

ing its noiseless journey under the door for
the twentieth time, the sentinel reached
forward and clHtched It in a firm grasp.
The shrill scream that rang out into the
night air from the other side of the door
awoke the echoes of the neighborhood.

Now I've got you." aaid the proprietor
of the coal bin. "What do you mean by
stealing my fuel, you rascal?"

A sUfflod sob from the alley was Um only

mer Blank, I wrote my name. Lorimer
seemed to me to be very effective, indeed
quite New Yorkish.

"Well, after a while I came back home,
and there was trouble In the family when
my letters from the girls I had met at
school began to arrive, addressed to Miss
Margaret Lorimer Blank. My father asked
to have the matter explained, and when I
blurted out the truth he frowned at me
and said he was sorry that education and
good common sense had not seemed to go
hand in hand in my case. My brothers
made my life miserable by always ad-

dressing me as 'Miss Lorimer, late of Fifth
avenue, New York,' but my dear mother
dealt me the most dreadful blow. She
smiled serenely and said It was a pity I
had discarded my grandmother's name, be-

cause she would have to give all of grand-
mother's old silver beautiful old-tim- e tea
set and coffee set, with the melon pattern

to a cousin we have, named Margaret
Jones. The silver tU had grandmother's
name marked on it.

"Of course I could not submit to that;
so I burned up all my 'Miss Margaret Lori-
mer Blank' stationery and visiting cards
and returned to plain Margaret Jones."
Then, to cap the climax artistically, I fell
in love with Raymond Jones, and, now I'm
Margaret Jones-Jone- s. However, I know
I m much happier than if I had married
into the Lorimers. Mrs. Raymond Jones
isn't so bad."

A SANITARY CRUSADE.

Snmmer Resorts as Breeders of Dlph-ther- is

Townii Wlthont Sewerage.
New York Commercial.

The large number of cases of diphtheria
in many large cities during the fall has
aroused the health boards to something
like united action looking to the enforced
Improvement of sewage systems in sum-

mer resorts. It has become pretty well
settled in the minds of eminent physicians
that the semi-epidemi- cs in the early fall in
cities are due to the reckless way in which
people expose themselves at places adver-
tised as summer resorts, but which are
little more than death traps owing to the
unsanitary conditions.

The large resorts near New York have
good sewage systems which have been
built with the growth of the towns and the
inflow of cottagers who brought wealth
and made Improvements possible.

Beyond this small .ircle, however, are
numerous so-call- ed resorts, extending south
on the New Jersey coast to Point Pleasant
and along the sound to Montauk and CnJM
Cod, which are entirely unfitted to handle
the hundreds of visitors who seek a sum-
mer home for themselves and their chil-

dren. Hotels have been put up with a. --

commodations for hundreds of guests and
all the refuse must be absorbed in the
ground around the buildings. One town of
which particular complaint is made has
2.000 inhabitants, and a floating- - population
of probably 3,000 additional in summer,
and no sewers whatever. The hotels on
the beach are not allowed to drain Into
the ocean, because the bathing rights are
i.wned by men influential in the Town
Council, and they fear that the polluted
waters would drive away the bathers.

It is probable that the question of forc-
ing such narrow-minde- d town supervisors
to forego their individual greed for the
good of the greatest number will be con-
sidered during the coming winter, and that
the State Board of Health will be called
upon to take some action. A newspaper
campaign is also contemplated, drawing
the attention of the public to piac?s that
are dangerous from a sanitary point of
view.

The Pence of Mature.
Miss Porter, in "Thaddeus of Warsaw."

Surely there is nothing in the rational
world, short of the most undivided recip-
rocal attachment, that has puch power over
the workings of the human heart, as the
mild sweetness of nature. The most ruffled
temper, when emerging from the town.
will subside into a perfect c.tlm at the sight
of a wide stretch of landscape reposing in
the twilight of a fine evening. It is then
that the balm of peace settles upon the
heart, unfetters the spirit and elevates the
soul to the creator. It is then that we be-
hold the Parent of the universe In His
works; when we ee his grandeur In earth,
sea and sky feel His aftVction in the emo-
tions which they raise, and half-mort- al

half-etherialise- d. forget where we are in
the anticipation of what that world roust
be of which this lovely earth is merely the
shadow.

gained, instantly withdrew to his fornur
station under the window.

The ferret soon recovered from the shock
he had sustained and charged once more.
The second attack resulted exactly in the
same way as the first, with the exception
that, on the rush of the rat to the conflict,
the ferret appeared more collected and be-

gan showing an Inclination to get a firm
hold on his enemy. The rat's strength.
however, was very great, and he again suc-

ceeded in net only avoiding the deadly
embrace of the ferret, but also In inflicting
a second wound on his head and neck. The
rat a second time returned to his retreat
under the window and the ferret seemed
leas anxious to renew the combat. These
attacks were resumed at intervals for neax- -
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